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hope is always beyond measure and remains inexhausti-
Advent is a time of joy as we await theble.

coming of baby Jesus of Nazareth into
our world and into the lives of the That Peace is beyond understanding and defies contain-
community of faith called St John on ment. This peace is ours to claim. No matter how much
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Jan Kelm, Editor

' ; the Desert. anxiety, conflict, and turbu
et ney, Christds powerful peace
What a blessing it is to receive the good news yetagaim er e f or t he asking. Chri st

this year that the Good News of Jesus of Nazareth, winarld as fresh air that we can breathe in deeply.

for us becomes the Christ of Faith, is coming again with

fresh news of love, hope, peace and joy for each of uBhat Joy is above happiness and transcends grace. This
joy is a pure gift. No matter how much sadness and dis-

That Love is fresh and new. This love is broughttous ppoi nt ment there is in a g

anew. No matter what has happened to you duringttee nt j oy is a gift. Christo

year, Christdés | ove c o meudthdpossikility oflbéing earnadeorvdeserved.e f or e .

Christds | ove comes new in new ways for us to see

and touch. May you receive these gifts during Advent and know
afresh what has taken place, which the Lord has again

That Hope is abundant and inexhaustible. This hope isade know to us!!

presented to us refreshed. No matter how hopes have
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Leadership Education Classes

We will meet every Sunday except the 25th following worship for up to [@o
hours to have conversations with elected leaders, those elected to officqiiie-
cently, and all others in the church. This effort is to address the history, tfol-
ogy, governance, and documents of the Presbyterian Church (USA) andit
John on the Desert. Consider participating!!
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St John on the Desert Presbyterian Church
2011 General Fund Budget and Actual
Through November 22, 2011
% Total General Fund Budget for 2011 $117,476.45 %
Budgeted income through 11-22-11 $ 104,602.32 89.0% of Budget
Actual Income through 11-22-11 $ 85,612.23 72.9% of Budget
Income Over / (Under) budget $ (18,990.09)
Budgeted Spending throughl 1-22-11 $ 104,602.32 89.0% of Budget
Actual Spending through  11-22-11 $ 89,077.68 75.8% of Budget
Spending Over / (Under) budget $ (15,524.64)
Checking Balance $ 8,450.15
Savings Balance $ 20,012.84
% Total Bank Balance $ 28,462.99 %
Outstanding Checks: $ (782.87)
Investments $  6,777.99
Available Funds $ 34,458.11
Designated Funds $ 31,117.42
(This is technically a liability)
% Available General Fund Amount: $ 3,340.69 %
While expenses have been kept well below the budgeted amount through November 22ndireur
% come has fallen even further behind the budgeted amount. Our expenses currently exoaed %
% income for the year by$ 3,465.45 %
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Stewardship

Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. Give a
portion to seven, and also to eight. . . Ecc. 11:1 -2

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank everyone in the congregation who
has turned in their pledge for 2012. St John on the Desert is on the threshold of a
grand adventure, a turning point in the life of this congregation, and your Session
and Finance Committee have some very tough decisions to make over the next few
weeks.

1 Can we afford to bring on a new pastor?
1 Will SID need to reduce the paid staff in order to balance the budget?
1 Can we continue with our outreach and mission programs?

Your pledge for 2012 will determine what this church will be able to do.

If you have not submitted your pledge for 2012, please do so as soon as possible.
St John needs your help!
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£ Decorating the Sanctuary for Advernt
November 27, 2011
158 . . A
Following Service ®
R Refreshments & Drinks provided i
| Free Will Offering! &
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Deacons Dossler

Susan Patton, Moderator

Hallelujah

God, the father of us all
Loving Creator of the universe
Sent his son, Emanuel
To walk with man upon this earth.

The son of God, raised by man
In a world to dreary to see,
The perfect one reaches out his hand
He gave his life that we may be free.

Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Joy to the world, Our Lord has come,
Praise the Father, praise the Son.
Susan Patton

You are an awesome congregation!

November. The Flea Market was a great success netting the Deacons more than $1700 to be use
service of the church and community. The I CS
bags of groceries to feed families. And18 poinsettias were purchased to aid New Beginnings.

New Beginnings Christmas Collection December# 18

The New Beginnings Christmas Collection will be organized a little differently this Y. Beginnings
wants to hold a gift fair for their families. All the gifts that we provide for the organization will be dis
played at the center for mothers to select gifts for their children. There will also be a display of gifts
children to select a gift for their mothers.

There are about 165 children of all ages who will be provided for this year. There are also around
ers. Because this year the gifts will be selected by the mothers and children there is no gift sugges

New Beginnings would like unwrapped toys and games for the children and
toiletry items for the mothers. (no clothing)

Thank you to everyone in the congregation who helped with outreach projects the Deacons headed|jup in

in the
Thanl

moth-
on list.
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3 Music Ministry
g Marcia Soriano, Director

Hymn History
AJoy to the Worl do

We will be singing this favorite Christmas carol this coming season. Knowing the hist
behind this carol gives us a deeper appre
Isaac Watts, an English poet and hymn writer, paraphrased Psak® &8cthus we have
the words to this popular Christmas favorigte fAJoy
JJ beautiful words would not have become popular without the contributions of two other importafg
JJ men. These men were from opposite sides of the Atlantic, lived in different centuries, and new@r met;
yet their collaboration provided the majegdtic mel
The first, George F. Handel,aGerdam r n pr odi gy, wr ote th orator
& the unbelievably short period of just 24 days. It was performed in Dublin, Ireland on April 13, Jy42.
& AThe Messiaho inspired the second compdgser to
JJ name is Lowell Mason, an American choir director and educator. It was his custom to searchd@irough

i ate of

e v e e e fe e Ee |
Shb bbb b b ]

ga4

7] previously published hymn texts to find material for his original melodies. Perhaps this is howdse
gcame upon | saac Wattsd interpretation of alm 98
JJous message of the words, Mason turned touHandeI 0
Jgent sections of the oratorio, Mason arrangged then
dwords of Isaac Watts, AJoy to the Worldo Was publ
2] So the joint efforts of three men over a period of 117 years again proves that we need4é#e tal-
gents with which each person is blessed an make t
&3 teaches us in 1 Corinthians 12:32, we are one body in Christ, but the body has many parts or sl-
JJ ents- some big and some smalbbut all equally important. Every part of a human body (our taleiggs)
Jd is essential to the function of that body (the church). Unity is an indispensable need of the chd¥ch.
Wednesday night practices: Dec. 7, 14, and 21.
Wednesday, Dec. 14Choir Christmas Party, 6:38:30 PM
Wednesday, Dec.28NO choir practice. (F@I , for

NO practice on Wed. Jan. 4; practice resumes Jan. 11, 18, and 25.)

BAKE SALE

Sunday December 18, during coffee hodir

Not only can we SING we are also talented BAKERS!
Let us help you with your Christmas baking and gift giving!
Proceeds to purchase music for 2012.
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Jg’ ALL-PRESBYTERIAN CHOIR CONCERT & a

) by )

] Sunday, January 22, 2012 2

] 3:00 PM y

3 St. Andr ewds Preslﬁyteria
§ 7650 N. Paseo Del Norte %

3

J3 The choirs from 11 Tucson Presbyterian Churches will join together for an a@r—

43 noon of glorious music. This is a unique opportunity to hear a mass choir flllJﬁhe
3 room with your favorite songs, anthems and hymns. J:
07

JJ A special offering will be taken to benefit the Presbyterian Campus Ministry Fdo-
grams at the University of Arizona and Pima Community College. 3

3
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Health Ministries olie
Nadine Stanley, RN, FCN

For many years | have been concerned about multipleany of us may be able to simply adjust certain choices
prescription medications being taken by the elderly. in diet and exercise. An example: if you have high
The last few years of my Nursing Career | spent as ablood pressure, instead of jumping into prescription
Case Manager. | experienced many cases where pemgldications, a simple decrease in the salt (sodium chlo-
were taking 15 20 medications and were not taking ride) in your diet and a daily walk may bring it back to
lists to their physicians during visits. normal. (This is an area where it is very important to

read labels as many prepared foods will contain high
As we, seniors continue to live longer we want to be sodium levels).
able to enjoy the life we are living. As a result, we need
to pay more attention to taking care of ourselves so tAat| mentioned on Novembel"61 attended a Care-
we can enjoy our senior years. One of the key thinggi ver 6 s Wor kshop and heard S
we are becoming more mindful of is prescription abuseuld like to suggest again that you read the handout he
In 2010, the average senior was given 38.5prescripgave us (taken from his book
tions. The overall prescription number for US Seniord ot e s 0 ) . |l have put a copy
was almost 1.6 billion. There is cause for concern th&ommunity Nurse Article folders and they are available
seniors are highly overmedicated, and that drug interao-the table at the back of the Sanctuary.
tions could be a leading cause of unnecessary death or
side effects. One very common problem with women as we age is

taking Calcium, however, if you have a rapid heart rate
If we want to stay healthy we need to take personal rgeur physician may put you on a Calcium channel
sponsibility for our prescription medication. Each of ldocke® then neither one of them benefits you as they
needs to learn about the medications our doctors tallcounteract one another.
about prescribing and discuss with him/her other op-
tions. Realize that the average physician visit is 10 niyou have questions, please feel free to consult with
utes which makes it difficult for many doctors to keepme. | would be happy to go over your medications with
abreast of all of t hei r yquéotséed you reeéd toccall yadiii physicianssattentionl t i
tremely important for us , as patients, to do our own to a potential problem. Please be aware that my consul-
safeguarding. tations will be in the strictest confidence.

Data from Pima Council on Ag
To reduce dependence upon prescription medications Nadine Stanley, RN, FCN
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=, BUIIdlng & Grounds Soup Is More Than Soup

. and labels for education are more than

‘—*,’ j ust Campbell 6s soup | a
soup labels as well as the labels from all

that Swanson Chicken Broth used when

7, preparing Christmas dinner!

NNNNNNNNN

Not a lot to report for November. Fal
" has slowed down the weed growth

the trees have yet to start shedding their leaves. Ha

said that, it will probably start raining mesquite leaves GO to www.labelsforeducation.com Then pull down

tomorrow. Sorry we planned our workday to coincid tﬁ E Z . [ne 2 :J o ; P |d ﬁ g B :_'g \évu :: ,? S CE)a E

with Tegr De Tucson bike ride. It would have been of all products included. There are lots!!

very difficult to get to the church and cancelling it was

the best and safest choice. We send our labels to Menaul School in Albuguerque,

NM. Presbyterian minister James A. Menaul received

Supplies: If you run out of or are running low on sup+ Presbyterian mission funding in 1896, though the

plies that we need for day to day operations, pleasglef ¢ h 00l 6s roots go back to 1

me know. You can drop a note in my mail box in the was relinquished in 1971, but there are still close ties

, . to Menaul 0School. Once a year, a portion of a
church office, email me atooll35@msn.comor call | - ghecial Presbyterian Christmas Offering is sent to
my cell phone at 342330 and leave a message if | do Menaul.
not pick up. You can also notify other Deacons or Eld-

ers with your needs and they will help with this.

D

n
t

Mission Committee
Repairs: Please communicate in the same way if you || Bruce StewarChair

see things that need fixed or attended to. Good comm -
nication helps keep things running smoothly. ‘t
Event Setup:Normally committees that are in charge W\SQ%

of the various events that are held through out the yea
take care of their own set up and clean up. Howeve
Building and Grounds is available to help if you give
meadvancenotice.

Unused Rooms:Some of our unused or little used Feed th e H u n g r

rooms are starting to get used as dumping grounds|for
items we do not know what to do with. Let's all do our

part in keeping these rooms neat and orderly. Thanks F " I I th C t
for your help with this. I e ar

December Workday: Saturday, December 17th at 9
am will be the next church workday. Thanks in advanc 1St Sunday EaCh Mont

for all of you that volunteer.

=

WHATO0S A GROCERY J[CART
DOING IN OUR SANCTUARY???

The Mission Committee will be collecting

food tor the hungry the 1st Sunday of each
Thank YOU' month.

Letds help those | epgs fort



https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tool135%40msn.com
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.labelsforeducation.com
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Volunteers of
the Month

Pat Bowman & Sheryl Taylor

Talk about two ladies that just

dove in head first! ,
making knitted or crocheted

caps for under the soldiers he
mets in Afghanistan was some-
thing that Sheryl and her mother Pat felt very strong
about and they got their needles humming. Pat &

over 250 hats overseas for the soldiers.

Way to pitch in and help on this mission project that
came straight from the heart.

&sracias

Sheryl along with other ladies in the congregation sg

Just Coffe

y

In addition to our delicious coff

On sale on the patio after worshig

e

We also have chocalate!

ce.

o, Sedsons
"k Greefings

ELL LSS

December

Kara Bender

Bill Unruh
Georgia Keefer
Nathan Dimka
Jeanie Mangold

Carol Morris

Lorna MacQuarrie
Sue Black
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Birth of Jesus
|
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Prayer Concerns " :
Bea MacDonald RN Rev. Gary Gard ' h
Marie Regan 2 WA Theresa Lavole QM‘n ‘ '“ne
Alex Rasmussen i® WS Lenora Austin & e
Cheri Anderson P& : Marcia Soriano e i“ ! h '
Joyce McKay P Ll Pat Green xe an
Jonnie Earp Bruce Workman . ) -
Rosen Family Jack Mitchell N e i T
Georgia Keefer Mary Mitchell N :'I | -~
Destiny, Kelsey Bendge€ -'
Verlee, Bernie Zimmerman's Sister, Audry An
Those Hospitalized & those struggling with pa
chronic illnessThose who are in rehabilitation,
those who have lost a Loved one. Lord we offf
for the service men and women wherever the

tioned. Prayers for St. John, during this perig December 03. 2011

transition.

Bea McDonald has moved into the Clarview .. .
& Rehab Center @ 14663 Rt. 68, Sligo, Pa., 1f Come join us In

am sure she would love getting cards from he FE”OWShIp & FOOd'
Bring a gift to exchange!!

Campus Ministry

GASLIGHT THEATER FUNDRAISER
The Mission Committee is sponsoring its second
annual Gaslight Theater fundraiser. Mark your calen-

dars for Friday, February 10th at 6:00 p.m. ] .
The show is AThe Two Ami Yauldlike fathark Jtu dohndfor their

teed! support at the Spaghetti dinner held @

Tickets make a great stocking stuffer, and remember, . .

this is the Friday befor chystPresbytenanChurch. oo s,
encouraged to bring your sweetie! Largest turnout ever!

Tickets cost $20.00 each, and will be sold on the Thanks,

patio following worship. All this, and a 50/50 raffle, .

to0] Campus Ministry
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Tangue Verde Valley Singers
Presents

OA Season

December 10, 2011 @ 7:0Q p.n

2695 N. Houghton Rd.  Tickets $5.0(
Congregation gets a sampling during worship| Dec.

A AN AN A AN AN DAY $AN AN AN DAY NAN AN AN LAY DAY A AN Y Y G RN WY N ey

(il@ FREEFFFFFFFFFFFFEFFFEETAETER &

= Candlelight Serwc;é

?
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Thanks to all who helped make our sale A Suc
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